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SPIRIT OF THE RULES 

 
“If this book does not say you can, you can’t!” 

 The Monrovia Old Town Derby (MOTD) rules, plans and regulations are intended to provide fair 
and uniform policies governing competitions. It is not possible to write individual rules governing 
every possible situation or circumstance. Therefore, the "Spirit of the Rules" shall grant the authority 
and responsibility for interpretation of the written rules, plans and regulations to the MOTD, to fairly 
supervise and judge all competition. The Racing Commission interpretation of the written rules, 
plans and regulations shall be binding on the participant and the competition under their jurisdiction. 
In addition, the MOTD may, at its discretion, provide a rule interpretation that shall be binding upon 
all participants and competitions. 

 
 It must be understood by all participants of MOTD races that it is not possible to cover all potential 
issues of legal construction for racing. However, changes, alterations, modifications and/or 
replacements not authorized by the plans and/or rules should NOT be assumed to be legal under the 
"Spirit of the Rules." Any participant unable to locate a written rule, plan or regulation pertaining to a 
specific area of construction should first contact the Race Director and/or Regional Director for 
consultation and interpretation. 

 
 Participant compliance with all of the MOTD decisions, rules, plans, regulations and agreements 
is required at all times. The MOTD has and reserves the right to take action against any participant for 
failure to comply with any such decision, rule, plan, regulation or agreement. The MOTD may in its 
sole and absolute discretion take the action it deems appropriate in response to any such failure to 
comply by a participant. 

 
 
 
 

 No expressed or implied warranties of any kind, including any warranty of safety, shall 
result from the publication or compliance with these rules, plans and regulations. In no event 
shall the MOTD be liable for any loss, indirect, special or consequential damages even if the 
MOTD has notice of possibility of such damages. The MOTD makes no warranties, including 
any warranties of fitness for a particular purpose with respect to the publication or compliance 
with these rules, plans or regulations. In all situations, the rules and regulations promulgated 
by the MOTD shall govern and control over any conflicting provision in these plans. 

 
 Each participant understands and agrees that a prerequisite to competing in any race 
sanctioned by the MOTD that the racer and his/her car shall undergo and pass inspection 
conducted by those persons appointed/selected by the Monrovia Old Town Derby. Each 
participant further understands and agrees that such inspection shall be conducted using the 
manner and methods deemed appropriate by the Monrovia Old Town Derby in it’s sole 
discretion to determine compliance with the rules, plans, regulations, Spirit of the Rules and 
specifications applicable to that division and that the decisions of the Monrovia Old Town 
Derby and its officials regarding qualifications and disqualification in compliance with the 
rules, Spirit of the Rules, plans, regulations and specifications applicable to that division shall 
be final and binding upon all parties.
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SECTION A: COMMON RULES  
 

A-1. Divisions 

A-1.01 The MOTD will recognize the following racing divisions: Stock as 
the entry-level division, Super Stock, and Open. 

A-2. Age Limitations 

A-2.01 Participants in the Stock Division must be seven (7) years of age on 
or before September 7, 2019. They must not turn fourteen (14) years 
of age on or before September 7, 2019. Proof of age is required. 

A-2.02 Participants in the Super Stock Division must be nine (9) years of age 
on or before September 7, 2019. They must not turn nineteen (19) 
years of age on or before September 7, 2019. Proof of age is 
required.  

A-2.03 Participants in the Open Division must be at least nine (9) years of 
age on or before September 7, 2019. Proof of age is required.  

A-2.04 Regression between divisions is not permitted.  

 
A-3. Weight Limitations 

A-3.01 In the Stock Division, a combined weight of an assembled Stock Car, 
Z-Glass wheels, and the participant must not be less than one 
hundred ninety-five (195) pounds and must not exceed two hundred 
(200) pounds. 

A-3.02 In the Super Stock Division, a combined weight of an assembled 
Super Stock Car, Z-Glass wheels, and the participant must not 
be less than two hundred thirty-five (235) pounds and must not 
must not exceed two hundred forty (240) pounds. 

A-3.03 In the Open Division, a combined weight of an assembled Soap 
Box Car, with wheels, and the participant must not be more than 
three hundred (350) pounds. 

A-4. Attire 
A-4.01 A participant must wear closed toes shoes while racing. 

A-4.02 A participant must wear an official MOTD helmet in proper racing 
position (on the participant’s head with the helmet bill to the front 
and properly strapped). Participants are not permitted to wear 
anything underneath the helmet including, but not limited to, 
bandanas and ball caps. 

A-4.03 A participant must wear adequate and appropriate clothing, 
including any apparel specified and determined by the 
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Monrovia Old Town Derby. Sun glasses or goggles are 
recommended.  

A-5. Conduct 
A-5.01 A participant, or member of the participant’s party, must not use, 

possess or distribute alcohol, tobacco or drugs, with the exception of 
those prescribed by a physician specifically for that person. 

 
A-5.02 A participant or member of the participant’s party must not verbally 

or physically abuse and/or demonstrate unsportsmanlike conduct 
towards another participant, official and/or spectator. 

A-5.03 A participant or member of the participant’s party must not in any 
way endanger another participant, official and/or spectator. 

A-5.04 A participant or member of the participant’s party must not in any 
way obstruct or interfere with another participant’s car. 

A-5.05 A participant must not in any way attempt to gain an unfair advantage 
over another participant. 

A-5.06 A participant must not conceal or use any type of electronic 
and/or communication devices in his or her car while racing. 

A-5.07 A participant must not violate any MOTD rule, regulation, plan or           
agreement. 

 
A-6. Car Eligibility – Stock & Super Stock Classes 

A-6.01 The participant is encouraged to participate in the construction of his or 
her car; an adult mentor is permitted to assist in the construction of the 
car only when and if necessary. 

A-6.02 Cars must be constructed and updated per the most current 
construction plans published by the International Soap 
Box Derby, Inc, with the exception of the Open Division. 

A-6.03 Only official Z-Glass wheels are permitted to be used 

in a MOTD race, unless you are in the Open Division. 

A-6.04 Altering the Z-Glass wheels is prohibited and means 

for disqualification. 

A-6.05 Only official AASBD stamped axles with the year 2000 logo or newer 
for Stock and Super Stock are permitted to be used in the MOTD race. 
A-6.06 Altering, modifying or tampering with the floorboard, shell, or any 

other hardware is prohibited and means for disqualification. 
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A-7. Racing 
A-7.01 All cars must start by gravity without aide from a standstill, at a 

starting line or a starting ramp on the track, positioned so that their 
foremost parts, or noses, are the starting points. 

A-7.02 A participant in the Stock or Super Stock Division must remain in 
the lean forward position with his or her eyes above the centerline 
(top of shell) of the car throughout the entire heat. 

A-7.04 A participant must not interfere with the other driver in any way other 

than for safety reasons.  

 

A-8. Weight Distribution 
A-8.01 Race Officials have the option of limiting weight distribution to no 
more than a fifteen (15) pound nose or tail-heavy differential if they feel the 
track conditions warrant it for safety and/or equality reasons. 

A-8.02 Weight is not permitted to be made from structural shapes 
or welded together.  

A-8.03 Weight is not permitted to be suspended, cantilevered, or 
chained. 

A-8.04 All weights must be painted white and the weight of each piece clearly 
marked with the number of the Soap Box Car. 

 
A-9. Heats 

A-9.01 Races must be run on a system of single and/or double elimination by 
heats. 

A-9.02 The time achieved by a participant in a previous heat shall have no 
bearing in subsequent heats. 

A-9.03 Heat sheets will be posted prior to the start of any divisions heat 
races in order to give adequate time to prepare your car.  
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SECTION B: RACE PROGRAM 
 
B-1. Race Officials 

B-1.01 Race Officials include the Race Director and those persons 
appointed by the Race Director to assist in the responsibilities of 
the Race. 

B-1.02 It is the responsibility of Race Officials to: 
a. Enforce all rules outlined in the most current edition of the 

rulebook published by the Monrovia Old Town Derby. 
b. Administer all paperwork pertaining to the Race in a timely manner 

c. Manage and control the conduct of the Race and all associated 
events 

d. Render final decisions on all matters pertaining to the 
interpretation and enforcement of the rules 

e. Render final decisions on all matters pertaining to the determination 
of winners 

f. Assess safety concerns to participants and/or spectators before, 
during and after the Race 

B-1.03 A Race Official must remove him or herself from any decision 
where there is an apparent conflict of interest and the decision 
must be assigned to another Race Official. 

B-1.04 No fewer than two (2) Race Officials may disqualify, exclude or 
eject a participant or member of the participant’s party from a Race 
or associated event. 

 

B-2. Registration and Participation    
B-2.01 A participant must register prior to the start of the Monrovia Old 

Town Derby. 
B-2.02 Parents/Guardians must inform the Race Director of any physical 

disability or ailment that may affect the safety of their child or the 
safety of others. 

B.2.03 All Participants and Parents/Guardians must learn the rules and 
policies of the Organization. 

 

B-3. Substitution 
B-3.01 A participant’s car may be raced by another substitute racer, if the 
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original driver is not able to compete. The substitute driver must 
still meet all the class requirements.  

B-3.02 All requests for substitution are at the discretion of the race director.  
B-3.04 The substitute driver must meet all of the necessary requirements for 

participating in the Race with the only exception of not participating 
in the construction of the car. 

B-3.05 In the event an award is won as a result of such competition, it 
shall be issued in the name of the driver who completed the race. 

 

B-4. Official Inspection 
B-4.01 Upon entry into the race, the participant’s car must pass an official 

safety inspection by race officials prior to competing. 
B-4.02 The race officials are permitted to remove any hardware at any 

point during the inspection or race. 
B-4.03 The participant, along with his or her guardian, and/or the race 

officials must make all necessary repairs to the participant’s car in 
order for it approved for racing. 

B-4.04 After passing the inspection, the car will be released back to the 
driver/owner.  

B-5.01 All cars, except the first and second place winners of each class, 
are permitted to be returned to their owners. 

B-5.02 The first and second place cars must pass a post-race inspection by Race 
Officials. 

B-5.03 If a first place car is deemed by Race Officials to have 
violations, the car is no longer considered to be the race winner. 

B-5.04 All cars must display the required Sponsor Decals in the 
appropriate places, as well as the number plates. 

  
      


